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Worthington Hills Elementary PTA  

Minutes of General Membership Meeting 

2/19/2020 

Worthington Hills Elementary Library 

Meeting was called to order by Megan Oldendorp, President at 6:35pm 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Staff in attendance:  Allie Seiling, Erin Bradshaw, Melissa Garris, Ashley Gregory, Kate Joos, Gail 

White, Abby Cave, Laura Koontz, Kara Johansen, and Lori Steele 

Number of members in attendance:  35 

 Quorum reached:  Yes 

 

Number of guests in attendance:  0 

 

Secretary: Lindsey Palmer 

Call to Order: 6:35pm 
 

Welcome & Introductions: Megan Oldendorp 

Approval of minutes: Lindsey Palmer moved to approve the November minutes. Karen Harris 
seconded. Motion carried. 

Vice-President’s Report: Karen Harris 
- Valentine’s Day party parking went well with parents parking on the playground black 

top. 
 
President’s Report: Megan Oldendorp 

- The Worthington Hills parent Facebook discussion group was started by Liz Miesen. 
- PTA has not paid for extra extracurricular activities fees and t-shirts in the past, in order 

to be able to focus on buying Chromebooks and other items and experiences that will 
service the wider school population.  

Treasure’s Report: Nellen Lo 
- January’s income netted to $1,463.  

o Box Tops came in at $584.  
o Yearbook kick back was $884. 
o Dance-a-Thon donation was $32. 
o Book fair expenses were $38. 

- January’s expenses netted to $3,000. 
o We collected $234 for classroom parties. 
o The K-6 Jazz Arts Group visit cost $1,325. 
o $720 was spent for cafeteria food waste (composting) service. 
o $559 was spent on the STEM event. 
o The 5th grade field trip to the Columbus Symphony was $340. 
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Principal’s Report: Allie Seiling 

- Thank you to PTA for contributions to the STEM Festival, such as the Snap Circuits, 
which are now being used in the classrooms. Also, the kids loved the raffle prizes 
donated by the PTA. 

- State of the Schools is next Wednesday, February 26th from 7-8:30pm at WKHS.  
 
Teacher Representatives’ Report:  
Special Education Team- Ashley Gregory, Kate Joos, and Gail White 

- The special education teachers gave explanations and demonstrations of several 
assistive technologies that are being used at Worthington Hills, such as: 

o  C-Pen (scans text and reads aloud to help with independence),  
o Learning Ally (audio books, levels playing field for those with ADHD, dyslexia, 

executive functioning issues, used in 3rd, 4th, 5th grades), 
o Lexia (a computer based phonics program, great for students who need extra 

phonics instruction every day),  
o Google Read and Write (for 2nd-12th, if they log into Google account , text to 

words, words to text, picture dictionary, great for 3rd grade book reports)  
- The WHES Lego League and WorHawks robotics teams competed recently and both 

teams won trophies. Other Worthington elementaries have been asking about how to 
start Lego and robotics team at their schools. WHES is a leading elementary in the 
district for Lego and robots teams! 

- Thank you for supporting our students! 

 
Reports of Standing Committees: 
 
Waste Free: Annie Phitayakorn 

- The composting company, Innovative Organics, that we were using has gone out of 
business and stopped picking up the cafeteria compost after the third week of January.  

- The Waste Free committee is currently looking at other composting companies. The 
only two other companies in the Columbus area that do industrial composting are The 
Compost Exchange and Go Zero. 

- An update on the status of getting a new cafeteria composting company and the 
possibility of getting the Innovative Organics January payment of $720 returned will be 
given at the March meeting.   
  

Science Fair: Cathy Hazen 
- Science Expo is Friday, February 21st. There are 78 groups (100+ students) 

participating, including 10 sixth graders who have participated every year since they 
were in kindergarten.  

 
Community Service: Labranda Callahan 

- The next skate party is Tuesday, February 25th from 6-8:30pm at Skate Zone 71. 
Proceeds will benefit the Worthington Resource Pantry.  
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Book Fair: Karen Harris 

- The spring book fair will be March16-18th. There will be a donut drop off event on 
Monday the 16th. Tuesday will be the evening family event with food trucks, alongside 
the Multicultural Festival. Volunteers will be needed!  

 
Diversity Committee: Leigh Edwards 

- The Diversity Committee still has $1,000 to spend for this school year. They are looking 
at spending $300-400 for multicultural books Mrs. Steele has suggested for the school 
library. 

- The Multicultural Fair will be on Tuesday, March 17th in conjunction with the book fair 
food trucks family night. 

- They are looking into a diversity program from Tolerance.org. 
 
 
New Business: 
 
Website/Directory: Jenn Secrest  

- Update will be given at the March meeting.  
 
Nominating Committee: Liz Greene  

- There are 3 candidates nominated for 3 open positions. The slate will be presented at 
the March meeting and will be voted on at the April meeting.  

 
Related arts: Laura Koontz, Kara Johansen, and Lori Steele 

- The Related Arts team would like to see the return of “artist in school” as a PTA budget 
line item. Artists’ fees to come to a school range from $750-$4,000. This was tabled to 
March meeting.  

 
 
Announcements: Next meeting in March 18, 2020 in the WHES cafeteria. 
 
Adjournment time: 7:31pm 

Attached:  Current financial handout 

 

 


